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ves be Le 
and ſtatutes be trodde vnder foote. 
MILES. Thoſe woꝛdes paſſe my 
capacite / J am a lewde man: and 
thoughe ] wente to ſchoole in my 
chyldchode, yet gotte J not ſo pꝛo- 
founde lernynge / that thoſe youre 
woꝛdes can of me be vnderſtande . 
And therfoꝛe wozſhypfull clerke, if 
ye deſyꝛe to aue communication 
with me, ye muſt ple a mozc homely” 
layner faſcion of ſpckyng. CLE. 
T have ſene in my timc/that kinges / 
4 / and all other nobles, haue 
the churche in right great wooꝛ⸗ 
p: and nowe I fe the contrary / / 


the churche is made a pray to 2 
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all and many th 
ged of vs, and nothynge is gyuen 
vs: If we gyue not oure goodes / 
they be taken frome vs by ſtronge 
hande. Our good and catalle/ is di- 
ſtroyde / our lawes and fredome be 
not holden, but diſpyſed and woith⸗ 
ſayde. MILES. J can not lyghtly 
beleve , that the kynge (of whole 
counſayle they of the clergie be)wyl 
deale vniuſtly with you / nother di⸗ 
ſtroyt your lawe . CLERI. yes 
tre wocly agaynſt all lawe, we ſuffre 
innumerable w2onges. MILES. 
J wolde fayne knowe what ye calle 
lawe. CLERI. I calle lawe the 
ſtatutes and oꝛdinances of byſſhops 
of Rome decrees of holy fathers. 
MILES. What euer they oꝛdeyn, 
oꝛ other aue oꝛdeyned in tyme paſt 
of tempoꝛaltie/may voell be lawe to 
you / but not to vs. Foꝛ no man hath 
power to oꝛdeyne ſtatutes of thyn- 
ges; ouer the whiche he bathe 156 

oꝛde⸗ 
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ef het - 
lo As the kyng-of Fraunce 
m ne no ſtatutes vppon the 
empyꝛe, nother the emperour vpon 


the kynge of Englande. And lyke⸗ 


wyſe as Pꝛyncis of the worlde 
maye oꝛdcyne no ſtatutes of youre 
ſpiritualtie , ouer the vohiche they 
Raue no power: no moꝛe ye maye 
oꝛdeyne no ſtatutes of they: tempo- 
ralties/ouer the which ye haue no- 
ther power noꝛ auctoꝛitie. Yoher- 
fore it is a thynge in vayne / vohat e⸗ 
uer ye oꝛdeyn of temporal thynges, 
ouer vohiche ye haue of god reſcei- 
ued no power. And therfoꝛe but late 
Tlough well faſte, wan J harde 
that Poope Boniface the. vii. had 
made a new ſtatute, that he hym 
ſelſe ſhulde be aboue all ſeculer loz- 
des/piincis,kinges,and emperours, 
and aboue all kyngedomes, x make 
lawe vppon all thynges: and that 
Ne nedeth nought but voꝛyte / fox 

thynges ſhall be his , vwhan he 
5 Az hath 
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hath voꝛyten: and ſo allthyng ſhall 
be yours. Foz to make a ſtatute, his 
ſtatute is nought elles but to voyll 
that the decree be golden and kepte, 
and o:deyne and whote that it be 
holden. If hc woll haue my caſtell, 
my tovone / my fclde. my money, 02 
any other ſuche thynges: hym ne⸗ 
det nought; but wyll it, and woꝛite 
it and make a decrec / and whote 
that it be holden / and whan that is 
donc he hath ry ght to al ſuch thyn- 
ges. Now good clerke / thou wot- 
teſt well, howe woꝛthy this tape is 
to be ſcoꝛned. CLE. Sy: knmght 
ye ſpeke ſharpely, ſlyly, and wylely 
ynough: all your talkyng and mea- 
nynge is (as fer as I perecy ue) that 
the popc hath no power to oꝛdeyne 
and make ſtatutes of your tempo- 
raltics: Foꝛ yc knowe not, that he 
hath lo:deſhyp, power, and aucto- 
ritie yppon your tempoꝛalties. 
Though we wolde pꝛoue it by our 
| lawe 


wene that Peter had no lozdeſhyp 
ne power oucr tempoꝛalte / but by 
ſuche lavwe woꝛyten . But if thou 


wilt be a trevoc chꝛiſten man / and of 


ryght beleue, thou ſhalte not deny, 
but that Cgꝛiſt is loꝛd of al thinges. 
Zo hymat was ſayde in the ſauter 
bokc : Al ke of me, ⁊ I ſhall giue na- 
tions, to thyn heritage, and all the 
woꝛld about to thy poſſeſſiõ. pſal.2. 
And alſo of hym it is wꝛytten, the 
fyꝛſt piſtill to £1mothe the.vi.chapi- 
ter / that he is kynge of kynges, and 
loꝛde of lozdes . TLheſe be not ours, 
but goddes ovone woꝛdes: noꝛ we 
voꝛote tem not, but god ſente tem, 
and the holy gooſte ſpake them. 

Aud voho douteth/vohether he may 
oꝛdcyne and make ſtatutes, vohome 
he knovoeth to be loꝛde of all thyn« 
ges? MILES. IJ withſay not the 
maicitie / lozdeſhyp z and myght of 
A 4 our 


 CLERICVS., + © 
lawe / and by decrees voꝛyten ye ac⸗ 
compte them ſoꝛ nought . Foz ye 
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our loꝛde god: foꝛ he maye not be 
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withſayde on no maner wyſe. But 
if it may be ſhewed by holy voꝛitte, 
that the pope is loꝛde of all tempo- 
ralties: than kynges © pꝛncis muſte 
nedes be ſubiecte to the poope , 9s 
well in tempoꝛaltie as ſpiritualtie. 
CLE. That may be ſhewedlyght- 
ly / by the auctoutces that be a lytell 
rather reherſed. The fayth of holy 
churche holdeth , that Peter the a- 
poſtell was oꝛdeined Lhuſtis ful vi- 
care fot gym ſelfe and foꝛ his ſucceſ- 
ſours. And he that is fulle vicare , 
may do the ſame that his loꝛd may, 
vohan he is made vicar with ful po- 
wer, withoute any withdrawynge 
of power. Than if ye can not deny, 
but that Chꝛiſte, that is loꝛde of he- 
uen and of erthe- may oꝛdeyne and 
make ſtatutes of your tempoꝛalties: 
how can ye / foꝛ ſhame deny Chꝛiſtis 
vicare to haue the ſame power: 
MILES, Jhaue hard of holy and 
deuout 
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" CLERICVS. 
— — ſhuld ates 
two dyuers tymes of Chꝛiſte: one 
of his humilite / and an other of his 
wer and maieſtie. The tyme of 
— humilytie woas from the tyme 
that he toke fleſſhe and blode, vnto 
his paſſion: the tyme of his povoer 
and maieſtie, was and is after his 
Rel! urrection,whan he ſaid : All po- 
wer is yeue to me in heuen and in er- 
the / Mat. vlt. Peter voas oꝛdeyned Mat. vi. ] 
Lhiſtis vicare foꝛ the ſtate of his 
humilite / and not fo: the ſtate of his 
blyſſe and maieſtie : but to ſolowe 
hym in doynge thoſe thynges, whi- 
che Lhuſte in humilite dydde here 
incrth : fo: thoſe thynges are neceſ- 
ſary foꝛ vs. Ergo Chꝛiſt commytted 
thylke power to his vicare, vohiche 
he as a man moꝛtall exercyſcd-/ and 
not that power, whiche after his 
gloꝛiſication He reſceyued. And for 
to pꝛoue this by de w2ytte, ) take 
wytnes of Lhaiſte W 2 wꝛitte / 
gs 
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as thou doſte . Lo Chꝛiſte ſayde to 
Pilate: My kyngedomc is nat of 
this woꝛlde / Jo. is. Alſo he ſaith / 
he came not to be ſcrued , but to 
ſcrue other men, Matt. 20. This 
wytnes is ſo manifeſte, that it maye 
confounde a man, reſiſte he neuer ſo 
moche / and all to fruſſhe his necke/ 
be it neuer lo ſty ſſe. And it is voꝛyt- 
ten Luc. iꝛ. ho we one ſaid to Lhꝛiſt: 
M ayſter ſay to my brother / that he 
departe hcrytage with me. Zo 
whom Lhuit anſvocred and ſayde: 
Manne / who hathe oꝛdeyned me 
iudge oꝛ departer betwoene vou? 
Lo thou hercite opcnly, that Ehult 
was nat iudge no: dealer oucr tem- 
poꝛaltees. Ergo in that ſtate of diſ- 
penſation taken on hym, he neyther 
had noꝛ deſyzed tempoꝛalle kynge- 
dome. But van the people , that 
he hadde fedde / wolde haue made 
hym kynge / he fledde from them 
Jon. o. Alſo in Peters commiſſion 


he 


CLERICVS: 
he yaſe hym not the keyes of the 


the kyngcdome of hcucn. Alſo it is 
euydent and playne / that the byſ- 
ſhoppes of the Debrewes were 
ſubiectes to kynges , and the kyn- 
ges depoſed the byſſhoppes : but 
god ſoꝛbydde that they ſhulde ſo 
nowe. And fot to knowe / that 
Peter was Chꝛiſtis vycar in godly 
kyngedome of ſoules / and not in 
tempoꝛalle lo:deſhyppe of caſtelles 
and of landes: take hede what 
Paule the appoſtelle ſaythe voꝛy- 
tynge to the Debꝛevoes. Euerye 
bylſhoppe ( ſaythe he ) is take of 
men / and oꝛdcyned foꝛ men inthyn- 
ges that belonge to god , not to go- 
uerne erthely thynges, but to offre 
gyftes and ſacrifices for ſynne. That 
the byſſhoppe is made ruler inthoſe 


thinges that long to god,thou mailt 
perceyue by the woꝛdes of ſaynte 


Paule woꝛitynge to Limothe / the. 24 


kyngdome of erth- but the keycs of 


piſtell 
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MES 
. a. chap.vhere he ſaith :1No 
= that trauaylerh in knyghthode 
to godvoard, medlcth him in ſecular 
bulyneſſes . Than hit is ſothe, that 
Lhiſte neyther exerciſcd woꝛldely 
kyngedome / noꝛ commytted hit to 
Peter. And in the actes of the a 
ſtels the. 6, chaptre, Peter ſaythe: 
It is not ryghtfull rhat we leue the 
woꝛde of god, Iſcrue mcate bour- 
des, that is to ſaye / to diſpoſe teme 
poꝛall thynges. 
C And all though ſome tempoꝛall 
1 thinges may be diſpoſed bi biſhops; 
q yet neucrtheles it is playne and cui- 
ö dent / that byſſhoppes ſhulde not be 
occupied in gouernaunce of myghte 
and loꝛd ſgyppes of this woꝛlde. 
Therſoꝛe ſy: clerke, the auctoꝛities 
that thou haſte layde ſoꝛ thy partie, 
Al ke of me/and I ſhall gyue to the, 
nations to thyn heritage, and all the 
world about, to thy poſſeſſion. And 


Tim: | . 
1 that he is kynge o . 


CLERICVS. 
is notynderſtond fo: the fyꝛſt eſtate 


fyꝛſte eſtate it is playne, that Chꝛiſte 
exereiſed no tepozall power/but put 
it cienc away from him; vſed only 
that / that longed to the gouernãce 
of our (aluation : And in that maner 
of doynge he made Peter his vicar- 
whom he nother made knyght,noz 
crovoned kynge : but oꝛdeyned hym 
to be a pꝛeeſt and byſſhoppe . And if 
ye woll yet (tryue, that Chꝛiſtis vy- 
care ſhulde haue that power in tem- 
poꝛaltie, that Lhꝛiſte had after his 
reſurrection in heuen, and vſed not 
here in erthe / your ſtryfe ſhall not 
turne you to worſhip at length. Foꝛ 
it is euident to eucry faythfull man, 
that ifgod ſhuld commande hym to 
gyue his money / his felde, oꝛ his 
vineyarde to any other man, with- 
out any pꝛouiſion oꝛ reaſonable re- 


u 
Jeng he ought oꝛth with to obey. 
Yoher- 
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but for the ſeconde . In the whiche *- 94 | 


eſt / and voithout any expꝛeſſe ſtu» 
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MILES. 
Wherſoꝛe if ye wyll contende / that 
the pope hath the ſame power /than 
ot neceſlite ye mult graunt alſo / that 
the popc maye take from you / and 
from vs / all the goodcs that ye and 
voc haue / and gy ue them all/to vohi- 
che of his ncucwocs 02 coulyns, that 
he wyll, and tell no cauſe why : and 
alſo he may take away from pꝛincis 
and kynges „ puncipalitees and 
kyngedomces at his ovone wylle / 
and gyue them there as hym ly- 
kcthe . But take hede how wiongs 
fully that were done and demeth 
your owe ſelfe, howe that wolde 
my ſlike you / if he dydde ſo to you. 
If that very reaſon conſtrayne you 
to foꝛſake your folyſſhe argumente, 
the poope alſo ſhall be conſtrayned 
to gyue backe. For it is ſothe, that 
he. Thuttis vicarc / reſccyued not fo 
great power in tempoꝛaltecs / but 


he reſccyucd onely that power, that 
Lhuſte in his humuluc day ly 


vſed 
and 


and taughte.” CLERICVS. 
Wyll ye denye ſyꝛe knyghre / that 
holy churche ſhall not knowe and 
coꝛrecte menne fot ſynncs? MI- 
LES. Bodde foꝛbydde, For he 
that wolde denye that / ſhall denye 
enaunce and confeſſion. CLERI. 
f ought be done ynryghtfully , it 
is ſynne: and he that hath to do 
in knovolege of ſynne, mult knowe 
and alſo dceme of ryghtefulle and 
ynrightfull . Therfoꝛe ſyns there is 
ryghtfull and ynrightfullin buſineſs 
ſes of tempoꝛall matters, of vcrye 
conſcquens the pope ought to rule 
and deme in tempoꝛall cauſcs . M1- 
LES. This is a forked argument, 
whole vanite and ſklendernes muſt 
be by a like argumẽt, ouerthꝛo wen. 
In hangyng vp of theues and other 
miſdocrs / that be dampned to the 
dethe is ryghtfull and ynryghttull, 
and alſo ſynne . Therfoꝛe bye 
cauſe of ſynne,, that ſuche menne 
00 
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doo, ſhall the deme and be 
domes man in cauſe of felonye and 
of mans dete? This is a lyght ars 
gument / and therſoꝛe hit is blowoeen 
away with alyght reaſon. Nowe 
{yr clerke ye muſte ſhevoc, hovye ye 
ſhulde knowe and deme ryghtfulle 
and vnryghtefulle. Fo: there is no 
doubtc, but that ryghtful ⁊ ynright 
full in tempoꝛaltie ſhal be demed by 
lavecs,that men haue made of tem- 
po:alue. But ye mote take hede all 
gboute, whatlongeth to the cauſe, 
that ſhalbe dcmed. Than it is ſoth; 
that hc that maketh the lawe hath 
power to knovoe and to deme right 
full and vnrightful, and to expowone 
and declare, and to tell the mcanyng 
of the lawe- and to kepe the lawe; 
and ro gouerne reaſonnably by the 
lavve. Nowe if ye wyll be as great 
may ſters as hen knowolege and de- 
my nge of tempoꝛaltie / and ſtryue 

with hym in knowlege and demy 4 


—_—ricvs. SO 
5 — and vnrightſul / in what 
that longeth to tempoꝛaltie, thanne 
care ye with an ore and aſſe agaynſt 
your holy wꝛytte. And whan the 
prince ſaythe, this is ryghtfull / the 
yſſhop ſa 72 this is vnryghtfull: 
than is fulfylled the pzophecy of A- 
bacuc: Ryghtful dome is made/and 
withſaycnge is ſtronger , th:oughe 
the whiche the lawe is toꝛne and 
rent /⁊ the rightful dome cometh not 
to ende. For truely that is not to do 
ryghtfull dome and iuſtyce in erthe. 
Nowe J ſhall ſhevve you , after the 
apoſtelle Paule vohere your knows 
lege and dome ſhall begynne. The 
prince by his lawes ſhal deme right 
and w:ionge/ and cuery man be 
redy at his commandement-2s he is 
bounde : and ſhall be obedicnte to 
hym . Nowe if any man ware ſtubs 
borne, and voyll not be obedient to 
the pꝛyncis heſtes , noꝛ the pꝛynce 


(whoſe office is to deme and iudge) 
B is 


Abac. 1, 


2 - MILE 

is not able to reſyſte and compell 
hym: than begynneth your knowe- 
lege and your dome. Fox youre 
monitions ſhal refraine and chaſtice 
hym / acco:dynge as ſaynte Paule 
ſaythc to Titus the. 3, chap. Admo- 
nyſhe and warne them, that they be 
ſubicctes to punas and high po- 
wers. And alſo w:ytynge vnto 
thc Romayns the thyꝛtene chapiter 
he ſayth on this wyſe: Eucrye ſoule 
ſhall be ſubiccte to the hyghe po- 
wers. Yohan he ſayth cucry ſoule, 
it ſemeth than, none is cxcepted. 

Alſo vehere as miſdoynges and ſyn- 
full dedes are manifeſt and open / as 
robbery, theſte, and ſuche ly ke, no: 
ther is none that can 02 wyl redreſſe 
theſe offences: I deny not, but that 
ye ſhall and may vſe your power in 
ſuche caſcs , but not of ryghtfull o: 
ynrighttull: fo: it falleth not for you 
to knovve and deme thcrof, noꝛ to 
entcrmeddle therwith, But whan 

t 8 


it is openly knowen by ſentence and 
dome of the lawe, c2 els by playne 
cuidence and knowlege of the treſ- 
pace that nedeth none other wyt⸗ 
neſſe noꝛ pꝛoues: than may it longe 
to you in maner and foꝛme, as hit 
is ſayde before. 

C And if ye woll nedes knowe and 
deme in ſuche caules , bycaule that 
wꝛonge and ſynne be lynked to ge- 
ther: than there nedeth nought cls, 
but ſhutre vp the gates of pꝛincis, 
and ſpeke naughte of they: la wes 
and ſtatutes, but ſpeke of the lawes 
of byl{ſhops all oncly. It dothe be- 
longe to you to knowe and to deme 
in cauſe of matrimony and of wed⸗- 
locke, I pray you wyll ye therfoze 
ſay, that it foloweth / that ye ſhall 
knove and deme af al that longcti2 
therto fo: the knyttyng of the dede? 
Lo J go into your countreye foꝛ to 
aſke heritage in my voyfes name: foꝛ 
ſheis heyꝛe therof. ye ſee, that by 
BD 2: region 
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MILES 

m of matrimonye it longeth to 
me to requyꝛe thio — (hall J 
therfoꝛe pledt before you tor my wy 
fes heritage, and telle my tale in this 
maner: } Roberte at Stile aſ ke fo? 
my woyfe a duchery / in the name of 
— 'e, and fo forthe ? Whiche 
ought? to be pleded before the kyng / 
ot — the byſſhoppe . yea 

; ſaye vnto you all clerkes fesbyd⸗ 
dynge you, that you entermeddell 
you not of dome and knowolege of 
dowocre/agaynſt god and ryghtouſ- 
nes. Foꝛ the beheſte of dowery, is 
very couenant of tempoꝛaltie, and 
ſhall be pꝛoued o: diſpꝛoued by 
pꝛoues 02 diſpꝛoucs, of the kynges 
lawocs. And fo: ſo moch as ye vſurp 
and take vpon you that, that belon- 
geth vnto other, it is ryghte mete, 
that ye (uffrc as yc do. 
¶ Now thus it appereth / that it is 
but a iapc and a vanite / of ſuche ma- 
ner of onynge of thynges to _ a 

nyt⸗ 


CLBRICVS. 
knyttynge to in dome and 
in kno wole ge of cauſes . Foꝛ to the 
confoundynge of all thoſe reaſons 
that ye make) the only woꝛdes are 
uſſycient , that ] afoze recyted to 


where our loꝛde Jeſu ſayth: O man 
who hath oꝛdeyned me domeſman 
02 dealer betwene you? Dere Chult 
ſhewveth vs openly, that it longed 
not to hym to deme and deale hery - 
tage, by the power that he vſed in 
that that he was man ſhapen foꝛ to 
dye. CLERI. Can ye denay / but 
that the tempoꝛalties ought to obey 
and be ieruiſcable to the ſpiritualtie? 
Jt yc can not, ye muſt nedes graunt/ 
that the tempoꝛaltie muſt nedes be 
ſubicct to tie ſpiritualtie: ⁊ that the 
ſpirituall power oughte to rule the 
tempoꝛall. MILES. Sothely the 
tempoꝛaltie ſhall ſerue the ſpiritual- 
tic in this caſe: they are bounde to 


fynde them, that worſhyp and ſerue 
| ; god / 
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you oute of the golpelle of Luke, Luc. 12. 
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| MILES | 
cod, all that is nceeſſary for them. 
J oꝛ ſo do all nations (as it were by 
way of kynde) honour and miniſtre 
vnto the liuclod ⁊ other neceſſaries/ 
that worſhyp god /< miniſtre ſacra- 
mentes and iuch as longeth to god. 
S oꝛ in the laws that our loꝛd gaue 
to IDoyics the phariſcis and pꝛiſtes 
were largely pꝛouided foꝛe: but yct 
that law did not oꝛdcin fo: them ani 
tempoꝛall kyngedomc oꝛ loꝛdeſhyp. 
And the opoſtcll to the Lounthees 
ſaythe: It we haue ſowen thynges 
ſpirituall amonge you, it is no great 
thing if voc repe carnall? But if thou 
wylte wute / what mancr lo:dſhyp 
Chꝛiſte o:deyncd tor his ſeruauntes/ 
that ſowe ſpiritualle ſedes: take of 
the woꝛdes of Chꝛiſte and of the 
apoſtelle Paule / as they ſolowe in 
oꝛdcer. Foꝛ Chꝛiſte to his diſciples/ 
lente forthe to preache, ſay de: Lhe 
woꝛke man 18 worthye his meate: 
and, The woꝛke man is wouhy W 


mede . And Paule of hym ſelfe and 
other apoſtels ſayth.:1.£02.9. Mo 
trauaylleth in knyghtchoode vpon 2 
his owne colte ? As who ſayth: no 7+ Cores 
man. And in Moyles laweit is 
witten. Deut. 25. Thou ſhaltenot 
bynde the oxe mouthe that thꝛeſ- 
ſheth . Lo to whom doth Chꝛiſte ⁊ 
his apoſtell Paule lyken you? Zo 
woꝛkmen/ to hyredmen ⁊̃ oxen / and 
not to kinges. I pꝛay you, be woꝛke 
men and hyꝛed men loꝛdes of thyn- 
ges ? Than it ſemeth / that tempo- 
raltyes are graunted you to Relpe 
of y our lyuynge / and fo: charge of 
ſpirit uall adminiſtration / and not to 
loꝛdeſhyp . And of the ſpirituall it 
1s woꝛytten in MWoyſes lavoc, there 
ye be lykened to an ore, that thꝛeſ/ 
ſheth / to the whiche it is ynough to 
take his meate, though he fyll al the 
berne with his trauayle . And ſoꝛ 
that ye oye that ſpirituall power 
ruletꝶ and go uerneth the temporal» 
| B + tie, 
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MILES 
tie / that is aunſwered you afore by 
the apoſtell Paule / where he ſayth: 
Euery byſſhopis taken of men, and 
oꝛdeyned ſoꝛ men in that that lon- 
geth to god / and in that the ſpiritu- 
all power ſhall rule and gouerne ys, 
and not in that that longeth to the 
woꝛlde: foꝛ it longetꝑ nat to holye 
churche to deeme in that that 1s 
outwarde. 

¶ And it ye yet ſtriue hat the pope 
is aboue all other alſo in tempoꝛal- 
tie, ye falle into well great ſkoꝛnes. 
Foꝛ if the poope (whan he is made 
popc) ſhuld be made loꝛde ouer all: 
than by the ſame ſ kylle a by ſſhoppe 
( whan he is made by ſſhop) is made 
loꝛde of all the countrey of his byſ- 
ſhopuke/ and my p ꝛieſt ſhall be loꝛde 
ouer my caſtelle, and be my loꝛde. 
Foꝛ 9s the power of the pope is in 
all, ſo is the power of theſe in that 
party, where they rule. Yohcrfoze 
Laue tlzis folyſſhenes / the which is 
laughed 


laughed and mocked atte of eucrye 
man, and that is, with ſo many rea- 
ſones and auctoꝛityes of ſcripture 
confounded. Alſo we haue lerned in 
the olde teſtament, that kynges 02- 
deyned voho ſhulde be pꝛieſtes: but 
pꝛieſtes dyd not oꝛdeyne / voho ſhuld 
be kynges. And pꝛieſtes were not 
worſhypped of kynges : but kynges 
and pꝛyncis were worſhypped of 
pꝛieſtes and pꝛophetes, and myghte 
calle them and commaunde them to 
do what pleaſed the kynges. And 
in the ſame olde teſtamente the kyn- 
ges dyd coꝛrecte the pueſtes , and 
yndertoke,and blamed them,vohan 
they erred in gouernaunce of tem- 
poꝛaltic. CLE. I maruaylethat ye 
ſay/that kynges yndertoke and bla- 
med the byſhop in gouernãce of tem 
poꝛaltie. MILES. ye avoake the 
tlicpynge dogge „ and dꝛyue me to 
ſpeake othervoyſe than Jthoughte 
befozetodo, CLERI. Lette the 
D 5 hounde 
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* MILES 

houndc awake and barke . MI- 
LES. Foꝛ as moche as ye can not 
be contente , and pacyently (to your 
p: ofitc)ſuffre the puncis , I ſcre me, 
that after due and iuſte barkynge, 
ye ſhall fcle bytynge. CLERI. 
What haue pꝛincis and kynges to 
do with gouernance of our tempo- 
raltie, lette them take theyꝛs / and 
ſuffre vs in peace with oures? 
MILES. Sy: the pꝛincis muſte in 
any woyſe haue to do therwith . J 
pꝛaye you , oughte nat we aboue 
all thynges / to mynde the helthe of 
our ſoules ? oughte not we to ſce/ 
that the wyllcs of our ſoꝛe fathers 
be fulfylled ? Fallerh it not to you 
to pꝛay fo: our ſoꝛe fathers / that be 
paſſed out of this lyfc ? And dydde 
not our fozefathers gyue you oure 
temporaltics ryghte plentyfullye / 


to the entente / that ye ſhulde pꝛaye 


fo: them, and ſpende it all to gether 
to the pleaſure and Ronour of god 
| gn 


—_ ertnievs. 
and ye do nothyng lo: but ye ſpende 


away your tempoꝛaltie in ſynfullle 


dedes and vanite ; the vohiche tem- 

altie ye ſhulde diſpende in war- 
— of charitc , and in almes dedes 
to pooꝛe men and nedy. Mere it not 
nedefulle that they that be deed 
ſhuldec be holpe / and they that be 
alyue ſaucd by dedes of mercye : 
F o2 the vohiche oure fote fathers 
haue gyuen you great and huge do- 
minions. And vohan ye apply them 
to your owe vie and ſupcrtiuouſly 
conſume them, and contrary to their 
intente / that were the gyuers / and 
allo of the reſceyuers / laſſhe them 
out to an yll vſe: do ye not damn3- 
bly hurte and hynderaunce , bothe 
to them that be alyue / and allo to 
them that be deed ? ye recke not 
for honcſtye; no no2 ſoꝛ your ovone 
lawe, no: ſoꝛ dedes of mercye and 
charite, but in foly and bobance and 
in lykynge of this woꝛlde , ye diſs 
pcnde 
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MILES 
pende al tat was gyuen you ſoꝛ an 
holy entent. Shal not his woages be 
ſtopped / that wyll not doo dedes of 
knyghthode. De that holdcth of an 
nothcr, and dothe not his due office 
and (cruice, he ſhall-loſe and ſoꝛgoo 
his tce . And foꝛ to make an ende of 
this queſtion, and to put you to [ys 
lence, I ihall ſewoe you that, that 
ſhall make you ſoꝛye, and gladde to 
fynde the mene to ſet a remedy. Re- 
deth in holy w2ytte.2.Pargli.ca. 14, 
The re it is voꝛytten of kynge Joas, 
that he dy dde that that good was 
and pleaſynge to ourc loꝛde alle the 
dayes of Joidas the pꝛeeſte. And 
of the ſame kynge we rede. iiij. Re- 
gum. 12 . Kynge Joas called Joida 
the byſſhoppe / and alſo the pꝛeſtes, 
and to them he ſayd: why repayꝛe 
ye not thc couerynge of the temple? 
Lokctherto:e that ye take no inoze . 
money of the people by your owone 
oꝛdynaunce / but applye it to we in⸗ 

au⸗ 
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ſtauration of the temple / and of 
goddes houſe . And thus the pꝛee- 
ſtes were ſoꝛbydden to take any 
mote money of the people. Wher- 
ſoꝛe thou ſeeſt / that kynge Joas 
was p:cyſed of our loꝛd, for that he 
toke Les that the offrynges ſhulde 
be ſpended to goddes worſhyppe / 
that is to ſaye, tothe inſtauration 
of the temple / accoꝛdynge to the 
holye entente of them that gaue 
ſuche thynges . Sod pꝛeyſethe 
this kynge Joas / fot to ſhe voe and 
leaue vnto ys enſaumple, that the 
ſayde kynge, in his ſoo doynge, 
dydde not offende / foz ſo moche 
as he dydde hit not for any coue- 
touſneſſe , but of goddelye zedle , 
not of ambition , but of deuoute 
relygyon. And the kynge / to the 
entente to eſchevve yuelle ſuſpec⸗ 
cion, he wolde haue the byſſhoppe 
with hym to beare woytneſſe / as 
folovveth . And whanne hc ſawe 

to 


MILES 
pende al that was gyuen you for an 
holy entent. Shal not his wages be 
ſtopped / that wyll not doo dedes of 
knyghthode. De that holdcth of an 
nothcr, and dothe not his due office 
and ſcruice, he ſhall-loſe and foꝛgoo 
his fcc . And foꝛ to make an ende of 
this queſtion, and to put you to ſy- 
lence, I ihall ſhevoe you that, that 
ſhall make you ſoꝛye, and gladde to 
tynde the mene to ſet a remedy. Re- 
dcth in holy voꝛytte. 2. Parali.ca.14. 
The re it is voꝛytten of — 4 
that Re dy dde that that good was 
and plcaſynge to oure loꝛde alle the 
vaycs of Joidas the pꝛeeſte. And 
of the ſame kynge we rede. iiij. Re- 
gum. 12 . Kynge Joas called Joida 
the byſſhoppe / and alſo the pꝛeſtes, 
and to them he ſayd: why repayze 
ye not thc couerynge of the temple 2 
Loke therfoꝛe that ye take no moꝛe 
money of the people by your ovone 
ordyngunce / but applye it to = in⸗ 

Jus 
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ſtauration of the temple / and of 
goddes houſe . And thus the pꝛee- 
ſtes were fozbydden to take any 
mote money of the people. Vohers 
foe thou ſeeſt / that kynge Joas 
was pꝛeyſed of our loꝛd, for that he 
toke 4 that the offrynges ſhulde 
be ſpended to goddes worſhyppe / 
that is to ſaye, tothe inſtauration 
of the temple / accoꝛdynge to the 
holye entente of them that gaue 
ſuche thynges . Sod pꝛeyſethe 
this kynge Joas / for to ſhevve and 
leaue vnto ys enſaumple; that the 
ſayde kynge, in his ſoo doynge , 
dydde not offende / ſoꝛ ſo moche 
as he dydde hit not for any coue- 
touſneſſe , but of goddelye zeale, 
not of ambition, but of deuoute 
relygyon. And the kynge / to the 


entente to eſchevve yuelle ſuſpec» 


cion, he wolde haue the byſſhoppe 
with hym to beare -voytnelle / as 


to 


folovveth « And whanne he ſawe 


j Tim. 6, whiche two the apoſtell ſaythe, he 


ä MILES. 
to moche moncye in the Treaſau⸗ 
rye / the kynges wꝛyter and the 
by ſſhoppe wente vppe in to the 
Z reaſqurye, and poured oute and 
tolde the moncy / that was founde 
in goddes houſe / and they gaue hit 
after the noumbꝛe and wey ghte in 
to they: handes / that were ſour- 
ueyours of the maſonrye of gods 
des houſe . Lo the good intention 
of the kynge is pꝛeyled / that tooke 
hede / that the goodcs of this olde 
churche ſulde be beſylye ſaued,; 
and ſpente to a good and a holye 
vic. J knowe wcll it ly keth not 
you to here theſe woꝛdes, and yet 
ncuer the leſſe ] ſpcke not but woꝛ⸗ 
des of holy woꝛute. It is ſayde to 
you befoꝛe / that ye haue reſcey ued 
oll ſuche lozdeſhyppes and riches to 
the helpe of youre lyfe, and as the 
wages of holy chiualry / and to the 
intent to haue cloth and foode: with 


elde 


hide ep en che 
ayde: an ouer 
plus beſpde clothe and foode, ye 


7 pitie,as on pooꝛce people that haue 
nede, and on ſuche as be ſycke and 
diſcaſed / and opꝛeſſed with miſery. 
And if ye do not ſo, than muſte we 
haue to do therwoith: for than it fal- 
leth to vs to take hede of your tem- 
poꝛaltic / that ye begyle not and de- 
ceyue the quycke and the deed. 
CLE. This kynge Joas toke not 
the goodes and cattell to his owone 
vie / but he beſtowed them on holye 
chutchcs vic. But nowe a dayes ye 
take our goodes, whiche ye ſpende 
not to the vſe of holy churche , but 
on your buſy and ynruly ſouldioꝛs, 
and on ſhippcs and ingins of warre. 
And therfoꝛe the enſaumple that ye 
bꝛynge foꝛthe, is not agaynſt vs noꝛ 
agaynſt our warkes and dfdes: bur 
ye wold therby colour your violẽce 
and voꝛonge. M1, Alway to your 
owne 
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ought to ſpende in dedes of mercye 


- ""” > MILE Ss. : 
ovonc harme ye kycke agaynſte the 
pꝛicke of kynges. It is not greuous 
to you, that your couſms and kyns- 
men take to them of holy churches 
goodcs and cattelles, and ſomtyme 
other perſons, that be not ꝑoneſt, to 
the ſklaunder of you, and of all the 
pcople that be ynder you: and ye be 
full venomous th:ough your owone 
yucll cnſample of lyuynge. This ye 
ſuffre / the vohhiche may be cauſe of 
goddes wrath vpon the kynge, and 
vpon all the realme / the vohicke recs 
kleſly tuffreth you ſo frowardly to 
vooꝛke agaynſt almyghty god. But 
to you it ſemetꝶ a greuous wionge, 
and in no voyſe to be ſuffered, that 
the kyng al keth mekely of you, and 
thanketh you fot it, as for a thynge 
gracouſly granted: and yet he doth 
not ſpende hit to his owone vſe / but 
fo: your ſaufcgarde , and in the de- 
icnce of holy churche / and of your 
goodcs and cattell. CLERICVS. 
Alas 
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tere ⁊ hale awoay my fleſſhe and my 
ſkynne, and that ye calle ſaufgarde. 
MILES. I pꝛaye you lettethe be 
your noyſe and your grutchynge / 
and harkeneth paciently. Conſyder 
your neyghbours about you, that 
be many in londe, whiche wantyng, 
vwherwith to lyue, gape ſtylle after 
your goodes. If the kynges power 
faylled, vohat reſte ſhulde ye haue? 
wolde not the gentyll men / ſuche as 
be nedy , and ſuche as pꝛodigallye 
haue ſpende away they: ſubſtance, . 
vwhanne they haue conſumed th eyꝛ 
ovone, wol not they turne to yours, 
and waſte and diſtroye all that ye 
haue: Therſoꝛe the kynges ſtrength 
is to you in ſtede of a ſtronge walle. 
And ye wotte very welle, that the 
kynges peace is youre peace: and 
the kynges ſaufegarde is your ſaufe 
garde . Foꝛ if the kynges power 
wanted /oꝛ elles were withdravoen 

C from 


nm ILES 
from you: than (as your ſynnes aſ- 
keth) they that commune with you 
now,gnd they that wayte vpon you 
nowe, wold dyſtroy / waſte, and con 
ſume your goodes, and compell you 
to be they: thzalles . And ifye wold 
not, all thatyc haue were vtterlye 
loſte. Powe moch thin wolde ye 

ayc foꝛ to haue the kynges luccour 
— hclpc and defence / as ye had be- 
fozc? Than thus yc ſe and perccyue 
many feſtlye / that whan yc gyue a 
ly ttell poꝛtion to the kynge, you bye 
thervoith j our ovonc ſaſegarde/ and 
thcrby ye ſaue to youre ſeſte / youre 
goodes and your cattals, that ſhuld 
be diſtroyde by your cnnemico, and 
by men of ſtraunge londes, ne were 
the kynges helpe and his ſuccour. 
But 9s yc haue alway ben vnkynd, 
to: the goodnes that he hathe done 
to you: cuen ſo nowe ye playne aud 
grutche, agaynſte that that is youre 
owe pꝛolyte. If the kynge fayled 
YOU / 


you', wolde not youre ennemyes 
warre yppon you, and putte you 
oute of your place, and out of your 
tande, and take frome you all that 
ye haue, and leue you pooꝛe, naked, 
and bare ? and ſo ſtryken with ter- 
rible dꝛede / wolde ye not put your 
ſelſe to flyghte / and wander ye foꝛ- 
ced not vohytizer ? But and kynges 
and pzincts , at they: owone coſtes, 
and to they: great peryll and daun- 
ger of they: lyfes , be holden to de- 
fende you: and you to reſte vnder 
they: wynges, and to cate ⁊ dꝛynke 
with great ſolace and my:the , and 
to lye in ſofte and delicate beddes/ 
and ſikerly to ſlepe / than it ſemethe, 
that ye wolde meane, that onely ye 
be verye loꝛdes, and kynges and 
pꝛincis be of bonde condicton , and 
vnto you ſeruantes and th:alles. 

If reſte be graunted to men of the 
churche / it is no great thynge/if the 
ryches be reſerued fot vs of the _ 
& 3 ce. 
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MILES 
fee. This is an harde thyng e / ſaye 
ye, but ye voyll not reſte, tylle ye be 
(as ye are wont) conuicted and alſo 
confounded by holy ſcripture: ageinſt 
the whiche ye can not reſiſte. Foꝛ of 
Joas the kynge (of whome we 
ſpake before ) hit is voꝛytten in the. 
4, boke of kynges, the. 12. chaptre. 
and inthe ſeconde booke of Parali. 
the. 24. chapyter thus: Wherfoꝛe 
Joas the kynge of Juda tooke all 
that was halowed / the which thin- 
ges Joꝛam ⁊̃ Ochozias his fathers / 
kynges of Juda had galowed, and 
vohiche thynges he hym ſelſe hadde 
offered vppe/and all the ſyluer that 
he coude ſynde in the treaſaurye of 
the loꝛde, and Palaice of the kynge / 
and ſente it to Aʒael / the kynge of 
Sy ꝛie, and he departed from Jeru- 
ſalem. Lo here thou mayſt plain- 
ly ſee, that foꝛ to paye the peoples 
raunſomme, he toke thoſe thynges 
oute of the temple / not withſtan- 
dyngc 


CLERICVS. 19 
dynge he ſpared not the kynges pa- 
layce / whan he toke thoſe thynges 
out of the temple. 
¶ Alſoin the. 4. boke of kynges, 
cap. is. it is thus redde of the holy 
kynge Ezechias . The ſame ſeaſon 
Ezechias bꝛaake the gates of the 
temple of the loꝛde / and toke the 
wy of golde / that he hym ſelfe 

ad there ſtycked yppe , and gaue 
them to the kynge of Aſſiriens. 
¶ And if thou woldeſt ſaye , that 
Ezechias dyd amyſſe, J aunſwere as 
it is ſayde ſecundo Paralipo.cap.32. 
Ezechias is not blamed foꝛ any of 
all his woꝛkes, that he dyd, but 
onely foꝛ the meſſage of the pꝛincis 
of Babylon . Thanne who ſhall 
dampne hym / the whiche holye 
wrytte pꝛeyſethe in all his dedes? 
Jf he erre , not vnderſtandynge the 
otheneſſe and the veritie of holye 
wꝛytte / vwherfoze than ſtryue you 
agaynſte kynges . pꝛincis ? 
1 I 
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MILES 
It is red ſecundo Machab. quinto. 
Bodde choſe not the people for the 

place / but the place foz the people. 
Therfoꝛe the churche of lyme and 
ſtone ſhuld not be ſpared / vohan the 
chꝛyſten people be in perylle. The 
which thynge the holy kynge e- 
chicl and Joſeph vnderſtode and tru 
ly dyd ſulſyll. If your goodes be ho- 
ly churches goodes / and the people 
is a great parte of holy church: hal 
not than holy churches goodes ſkyl 
fully be ſpended for the ſuccour and 
ſaufegarde of the people ? And fo it 
folovocth / that it longethe to the 
ghoſtlyche of holy churche . And 
our loꝛde ſaythe, Matti ci duodeſi- 
mo. J tell you this is moꝛe than the 
temple. Fo: it is no doubt me ghoſt 
ly temple, that is mankynde is mote 
woꝛth than the temple that is made 
of lymc and ſtone. 
Therfoꝛe a mylde and a pꝛudente 
kynge mote by theſe woꝛdes — 
. the 
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the wylle of all myghty god: and 
hym nedeth not to ſcke auctoꝛite of 
other. Noꝛ the temple of lyme and 
ſtonc / noꝛ the thynges dedicated 
therin/ſhulde not be ſpared/ to wyn 
peace and ſaufegarde to the people, 
that is in pcrill. Noꝛ we ſhuld not 
ſmyle ( aſter a flaterynge facion) at 
the ſuperſluite of the churche / but ſe 
that the great multitude of chꝛiſten 
pcople be holpe and ſuccoured in 
they: nede. And though the kynge 
dealeth gratiouſlye with you / and 
goodly gouerneth you alway/yet ye 
be not aſhamed to withſay hym in 
that that he may laufully do by the 
lawe of god almyghty , and wyll 
not with your good wyll therto aſ- 
ſent . But take hede and beware by 
the woꝛdes of Salomon: The kyn- 
ges voꝛathe is the meſſanger of 
deathe. CLE, If thoſethynges 
that are ones gyuen to god, may be 
veuthdraveens taken away agayne: 
a L 4 than 
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than all yowes may be made voyde 
a ſoꝛdone. MI. That that I haue 
ſayd is not to withdraw and take 
away gyſtes, that arc gyuen to all- 
myghty god: but to tourne and ap- 
ply thoſe gyftcs to ſuche vſe, for the 
vohiche they were fyꝛſte gyucn . 
Fo: thoſe gyſtes that are gyuen to 
god the very ſame gyftes are dedi- 
cated to holy and charitable vſes. 
And what thynge can be moꝛe holy 
thanne the ſauation of chꝛiſten peo- 
ple? And what is mote precious 
vnto oure loꝛde / thanne to defende 
and ſaucly kepe the chꝛiſten people 
from the inualio of theyꝛ ennemics, 
theues ⁊ murthercrs/< to bye peace 
to the true and faythſull ſubicctes 2 
T herfoze-whan the goodes of the 
churche be ſpent on this voyle / than 
are they beſtowed to ſuche vic / for 
the whiche they were ſyꝛſt dedicate 
and gyuen. CLERI. If ye take 
you to holy wꝛyt, why do ye 1 
ayc 


ſaye and bꝛcake our pꝛiuileges and 
fredomes : whiche ly berties we 
hauc by holy waytte ? Foꝛ our loꝛde 
Mat. w. ſayde vnto Peter: DBowe 
ſemeth hit vnto the Symon , The 
kynges of the erthe , of whome 
take they tribute / of ther: ovone 
ſonnes / oꝛ cls of other ? of other 
ſay de Peter. Jeſus ſayde ro hym: 
Than are the ſonnes free . But leſte 
we offende them, go vnto the ſee, 
and caſte in a fyſſhe nooke / and the 
fyꝛſte tyſſhe that commethe vppe, 
open his mouthe, and thou ſhalte 
tynde a ſtater, take that , and gyue 
it for me and for the. ye ſe fir knyght 
that the clergic / bonde to the ſeruice 
of god io ſree in all poyntes. MI. 
If yc wyll conſider, and ynderftonde 
the goſpelle aryght (ye may ſe) that 
the tributc 02 dꝛagme was demaun-, 
ded onely of Lihziite : And onely 
for Lhuſte this aunſwere ſemeth to 
be gyuen: For he is the verye ores: 
| C5 0 
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of god , the ſonne of the greatte 
myghty kynge . And as the kynges 
ſonne is greatter than the bytſhop: 
ſo is goddes ſonne greatter than the 
emperour. And ſo that aunſwere 
was gyuen foꝛ Lhuſte, and not foꝛ 
you. Neuer the leſſe bycauſc they, 
that chic ſfely ſerue the kynge in his 
pꝛeſence / ſhulde not be put to cõmon 
and greuous charges / ſo we grant 
that clcrkes in they: ovone perſones 
be free / but not they / that leade 
they: lyfes as levode men and not 
gs clerkes to the worſhyppe / but 
to the gyle, and fraude of oure 
loꝛde as hit is all daye ſene. 

But clerkes that folowoc Thulte, as 
pꝛiſtes that ſerue at the aulter / and 
that are fully gyuen and occupicd in 
the ſeruyce of god, we graunt that 
thoſe be free, I ſaye not clcrely'by 
the goſpelle: but bycauſe in theyꝛ 
ſo doynge hit diſcozdethe not from 
the goſpelle / that fredome is gyuen 
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them by 
ſuh the begynnynge of t 

Paule ad Ro. n. ſaith : Euery 
be ſubiect to the hi wers / not 
onely ( ſaythe he ) oz w2athe, 
but alfo fo: conſcience. And after fo- 
lo voynge he ſayth : yelde and paye 
to all men that is due to them: to 
vhom tribute is due paye tribute: 


to vohom cuſtome is due, paye cus 2 
ſtome. Than ye ſe, that cuery ſoule ; 
muſt be ſubtecte-beare tribute, and . 7{|þ 


pay cuſtome. But as I haue ſayde, 
ye be nowee free in your owe pers 
ſone , by pꝛiuileges of pꝛincis: but 
ſhal your teldes haue novo the ſame 
freedome ? If holye churche bye a 
fdde, that io able to be tylled : ſhall 
he that hath therof euery yere rent 
and tribute, loſe his rente and try- 
bute? CLE. Our communication 
nowe is not of rent and tribute, but 
of exactions. MI. Lyke as Jhaue 
of ſomc ſelde certaync rente: ſo the 
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Emperour of his empire, and the 
kynge of his kyngdome,may at his 
owe woyll reyſc i kylfull tribute for 
the defence of the common voclthe. 
It is graunted by clere reaſon / that 
the common woclthe ſhall be defcn- 
ded at the coſtes of the commontie: 
and vohat ſo cucr part therof enioy- 
cth this detencc /it is moſte agreinge 
with ryght / that he ſet to his ſhul- 
der, and hclpe to beare the burtgen. 
Than if poſſeſſions be as ry ghtfully 
ſubiccte to the common charge; as 
to the yeres rente, he ſhall be vnder 
charge, who ſo euer ovocth them, 
ſpecialliy if it nedeth for the defence 
of the common welth: foꝛ they nede 
the comon defence / as al other nede. 
If ye ſay nay / bycauſe of pꝛeſcripti- 
on and cuſtome / that ye aue of ſo 
longe tyme vled that lybertie : We 
anſwereyou , In as mochelonger, 
and of oldc continuance that your 
fredome © libertie is / by the goods 
nes 
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nes and liberall benignite of kynges 
— — ſo moche the ſooner ye 
ſhulde be pꝛ e and redye with 
harte and mynde to pay your part, 
and helpe fozwarde, whcre ncde 
required. Foꝛ holy woꝛytte foꝛdoth 
this pꝛeſcription / that ye alledge. 

Foꝛ from Salomon to Joas / and 
from Joas to Sechiell it is redde of 
no ſuche doynge, as Ezechicll dydde 
in tyme of nede . Alſo many cytyes, 
that were by pꝛiuileges and cuſtome 
free from payenge of cxactions:haue 
bothe pacicatly payde / and alſo do 
pay with good wyll at this day, at 
their pꝛincis pleaſure /foꝛ the defence 
of the realme / of the commonaltie, 
02 of perſons. If god foꝛ vnkynde- 
nes / calleth agayne fozgyucnes of 
ſynne: beware leſt foꝛ your rebelly- 
on / that ye deſcrue no leſſe, but al- 
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the kynge beryue and take avoaye 
from vs, the gracis granted vs by 
kynges that were his pꝛedeceſſours 
and by other noble pꝛincis 2 And 
may he ſoꝛdo the pꝛiuileges of bleſ- 
ſed fathers granted to holy church? 
MI. I deny not it is trouthe / great 
and large pꝛiuileges be to you grans 
ted by kynges and pꝛincis. Ther- 
fore ye oughte to vnderſtande and 
know that what ſo euer the goucr 
nours of rhe comon voclth do / they 
intendedl it all to gether foꝛ the pꝛo- 
fite of the common vocale / hauynge 
re garde ſpeciallye thervnto accoꝛ- 
dynge to thts rule: They diſpoſe all 
thyngcs in ſuche wyſe , that they 
pꝛeferre the common welthe befoꝛe 
theyꝛ ovonc: whiche in a pꝛince is 
a thynge moſte glozyous , wherof 
Dauid is cxample.y.Regum. 
Thertoꝛe it is know by witnes clere 
⁊ true and eke by very reaſon, that 
they graunte notgyng by theyꝛ vous = 
tynge, 
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tynge / that ſhulde afterwarde be 


harme and domage to the common 


weale. But if any pꝛiuilege / that is 
graunted , be founde and knowen 
hurtefull-and greuous to the cõmon 
weale, it maye be repelled and foꝛ- 
done in tyme of nede. Therfoꝛe it is 
not to be doubted, bur that the 
hygh pꝛincis foꝛ the neceſſary buſy- 
nes of the realme, maye alter and 
chaunge (as reaſon and tyme requi- 
reth ) the gracis and punleges-to 
you granted, and by the lawes eſta- 
blyſſhed . As we rede of the mooſte 
wyſe kynge Salomon, in the peyne 
of thefte , chaunged ſome vohat of 
goddes lavoe. CLERI. The em- 
perours and not the kynges haue 
eſtabliſhed tho thynges . Therfoꝛe 
no woe ſyꝛ knyghte / the emperours 
muſt gyde the raynes of the lawes. 
M1. This anſwer is blaſphemous: 
And eyther( as it ſcmeth) ye are ig- 
noꝛa unte of the begynnynge of a 

kynge⸗ 


, > *&2 
* + 4 1 7 5 
n FS 


+ MILES 

kyngedome, 02 els( vohiche is moſte 
lykcly ) ye enuie the hygh eſtate of 
the realme . If ye well beholde the 
actes of greatte Lharlemayne , oz 
lyſted to rede the auncient appꝛoued 
hyſtories: ye ſhall fynde, that the 
realme of Fraunce is but a portion 
of the empire / by a iuſt diuiſion ſepes 
rated from it / and was by the ſpace 
of. oo. yeres egall therto bothe in 
dignitee and auctoꝛitie. Therfoꝛe 
wohat ſo euer pꝛiuilege of dignite the 
empire holdeth in one part /the ſame 
holdeth the realme of Fraunce in an 
other . Foꝛ vwhan by bꝛotherne the 
realme of Fraunce was deuyded 
from the other parte of the empire: 
vohat lo euer lawoes / power oꝛ digs 
nite the empire opteined and exercy- 
ſed oucr and yppon the ſayde parte 
thus diuided, the verye ſelfe power 
fell to the frenche kynge . And ther- 
foꝛe lyke as all thynges conteyned 
within the boundes of the empire, 

is 
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is well kno wen to be ſubiecte to the 
empyꝛe: ſo lykevoyſe all thynges 


within the boundes of the realme / 


be ſubiecte to the realme . And 
lyke as the emperour may make la- 
wes ouer al his empire, and to them 
adde mote 02 diminiſſhe, as hc thin- 
keth good: ſo maye the kynge of 
Fraunce, eyther vtterly repelle the 
emperours lawes, oꝛ change which 
of them hym lyſte: ot els cleane cxi- 
lynge and foꝛdoynge theſe lawes / 
maye at his pleaſure oꝛdeyne and 
make newe. Foꝛ vwhan nede ſhuld re 
quyꝛeſ as it ofte chaunceth)to enact 
and oꝛdeyne a ſtatute, if the kynge 
that is the chiefe.coude not do it:thã 
there is none other that canne: fo? 
there is none aboue hym. And ther- 
fore ſy: clerke refrayne your tongue, 
and aknowolege the kynge by his 
royall power to be aboue your la- 
woc, cuſtomes / pꝛiuileges / and liber 
ties: and that he may by the _ 
0 
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of his nobuls adde oꝛ diminyſſhe/ 
what ſo cuer he thynke accoꝛdynge 
with cquitc and reſon: and therfoꝛe 
what ſo euer he changeth in thole 
da yes ſoꝛ the welthe ot the realme; 


take it wellin woꝛthe and pactcntly 


[utireit. Foz ſo Paule texchethe 
you vwutynge to the Romaynes the 
1:11. chapter, where be ſaythꝭ: Who 
that reſiſteth the hygn power / reſy- 
[{c1j) 1c oꝛdynauncc of god. And 9s 
gayne in the end of the piſtell to the 
Pcbrcvves he ſaythe: Obeye ye to 
your ſoucraynes/ and gumble your 
ſelfe to them. 

Allo kyng Dauid. 1. Reg. 2. vnder 
Abiathar the pꝛince of the pꝛiſtis /in 
ty me of nede dyd not alonelye cate 
the b:catic called pancs pP20poſiftionts, 
( whecrot to eate it was not lefull 
fo: any man /except the pꝛieſtes) but 
ollo gauc the ſame bꝛeade to cate / to 
them that were with hym . And it 
is voꝛitten Marke the. j. cap. 1 

holy 
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holy day is made fot man, and not 
man fot the holy day. And ſo the 
loꝛde is the ſonne of man, and alſo 
is loꝛde of the holy day. jt is wits 
ten in the fyꝛſt boke of Parali. the 
39.chap . In thy hande ia the great- 
nes and empire of all. It ſayth far- 
ther there: L hey honored god, and 
than the kynge. And it ſayth there. 
They ſccondely anointed Salomon 
the ſonne of kynge Pauid / they a- 
noynted him in our loꝛde to be their 
P2 — Sadoch to be theyꝛ byſ- 
ſhop « And. 2. Parali. 23. it ſaythe: 
Noꝛ none other ſhulde entre in to 
the houſe of our loꝛde but pꝛieſtes, 
and ſuche of the deacons as mini- 


ſtred, they all oncly ſhulde entre in, 


bycauſe they be galowed: and all 
the reſidue of the common pcople 
ſhuldc kepe the watche of our lozdc. 
Thedeacons inuironned the kynge 
aboute, every man hauynge his ar- 
mour, And if any other entred into 


the 
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the temple of the loꝛd he vous ſlayn. 
They ſhulde attende vpon the kynge 
bothc whan he centred in/ and vohan 
bc wente out. Alſo Joada the byſ- 
ſhoppc anoynted hym/ and his chil- 
dren pꝛayde ſoꝛ hym and ſayd. 
Bod ſaue the kynge. 
CLE. It dꝛaweth faſte towarde 
nyght: to moꝛowe moꝛnyng J yl 
an were you to cucry thynge. 
FINIS. 


C Impꝛinted at London in Flete- 
ſtrctc, m the Noule of Thomas 
Berthelet/ nere to the cun 
dite at the ſygne of 
Lucrecc. 
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